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The Controversy On The Words “Socialism” And “Secularism” 

In The Preamble Of The Indian Constitution. 

“Secularism and Socialism are not just words; they are the life and spirit of my country’s 

people” 

The two words “socialism” and “secularism” though are different in meaning but has a very 

strong connection towards each other. Both of them more or less emphasize on “equality” 

and “equal justice” done to all the citizens of India.  

“Socialism” is the political idea that is based on the belief that all people are equal and that 

money and property should be equally divided. However, we must note here that Indian 

socialism is a “democratic socialism” and not a “communistic socialism”. “Democratic 

socialism” holds faith in the mixed economy where both public and private sectors co-exist 

side by side. Communistic socialism, on the other hand means the nationalisation of all 

means of production and the abolition of private property. 

In Excel Wear vs. Union of Indiai the Supreme Court considered the effect of the word 

socialist in the Preamble. The court held that the addition of the word “Socialist” might 

enable the courts to learn more in favour of nationalisation and State ownership of an 

industry. 

On the other hand, the word “secularism” means to practise, preach, spread and enjoy one’s 

own religion and at the same time respecting others’ religious belief as well. It gives a sense 

of protection and acts as a guardian to one’s faith and belief. This means the State can have 

no religion of its own. It should treat all religions equally. 

In S.R Bommai vs. Union of Indiaii, the Supreme Court has held that “Secularism is the basic 

feature of the Constitution of India”. 

Though both the terms “Socialism” and “Secularism” were added to the Preambleiii by the 

42nd Constitutional Amendment Act 1976, the two words were already implicit in the 

Constitution of India. The concept of “secularism” was there in the constitution through 

Articles 25 to 28 and “socialism” was there through Directive Principles of State Policy i.e., 

from Articles 36 to 51. The object of this amendment was to make both the concepts and 

ideas explicit which were already in existence in the Constitution. 

Indeed, the two words in the Preamble have become the most controversial topics the country 

ever had. This is because India, the country of unity in diversity is not only a piece of land 

but home to a large number of humans belonging to different racial groups, cultural groups, 

linguistic groups, religious groups etc. India is a country where a huge mass of population 

starting from extremely poor to wealthy lives.  
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The power of ruling my country has passed on from one hand to another i.e., people 

belonging to different religion and race. Invaders from various countries came to this land to 

rule and thus left a great impact on her socio-cultural and economic sphere. 

While framing the Constitution, the makers had to keep in mind the condition of India with 

respect to the need and aspiration of her population and also the economic condition of the 

country. Apart from Hindus which constitutes the major religious group in India, the 

Muslims, the Christians, the Jews, the Parsis  i.e., the Zoroastrians, Jains, Sikhs, Lingayats, 

Buddhists etc all stay together in the same land. In this 21st century modern India, we all 

work together, study together, shop together and so on. No other country in the world has so 

many religions like India and so the problems with regard to communal violence are equally 

high. 

When i hear the words secularism and socialism, the first question which strikes in my mind 

is that is India a really a secular and socialist country? In a country where there are so much 

conflicting attitude between different religious groups and so much hatred among each other, 

the word secularism has actually no practical enforcement. 

Recently, Adar Poonawalla, the chief executive officer of Serum Institute of India made a 

derogatory statement that if Serum Institute of India succeeds in developing vaccine for 

corona virus, then sixty thousand vials of covid vaccine would be kept aside only for the 

Parsi community living in India. In the time of a crisis like this where there is a huge 

possibility of the population of the world being wiped out, he is just thinking about the 

welfare of his own community and not for the country as a whole. Such bizarre statements 

and ideologies shake the confidence of the people on word like “secularism” thus making it 

more controversial.iv 

People generally misunderstand the term “secularism” as “Sarva Dharma Abhav” which 

means the negation of all religions. But the actual meaning of the word “secularism” is 

“Sarvo Dharma Sambhav” which means equal treatment and respect for all religions. In a 

society wedded to secularism, the study of religions and their respective books and scriptures 

would strengthen the concept of Secularism in its true spirit.  

Moreover, the delay in achieving a Uniform Civil Code is a glaring example of lack of unity 

among the people. Article 44 of the Constitution of India under the Directive Principles of 

State Policy states that the State should endeavour to secure to its citizens a Uniform Civil 

Code. Thus, true fairness to both the words “secular” and “socialism” will be done only when 

a Uniform Civil Code comprising an equal codified family law applicable to all the people 

belonging to different religious group comes into existence. Only then our country will 

advance to a much stronger and integrated Nation. 

The controversy of the word “socialism” generally arises at that moment when the Directive 

Principles of State Policy are not implemented in the correct manner by the government and 
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the citizens are left with the only option either to criticize the government or to question the 

validity of the word added to the Preamble of the Constitution of India because the Directive 

Principles of State Policy cannot be enforced in the court of law. 

 Keeping in mind the political scenarios of India after Independence, the continuous 

liberalizing policies of the various governments have made the word “socialism” vaguer. 

Increasing tendencies of privatization terribly affects the middle class and the lower middle 

class strata of the society. For example the recent decision of the present ruling government 

to privatize the Railway sector and other public sectors have left the general public perplexed 

and bewildered. 

The word “socialism” is not just a word but an expectation and a light of hope for all the 

citizens. We as the citizens of this country expect a lot from the ones whom we elect as our 

representatives and the responsible legislators. 

True justice to the word “socialism” would be done only when the Government shapes its 

policies in such a way that the needy sections of the society are not affected much by the 

increasing invasion of industrialisation and capitalisation of the modern society. 

 

 

                                                             

iExcel Wear Vs. Union Of India, 1979 AIR 25, 1979 SCR (1)1009. 

ii S.R Bommai Vs. Union Of India,1994 AIR 1918, 1994 SCC (3), 1, JT 1994(2)215, 1994 SCALE(2)37. 
iii The identity card of the Constitution as said by N.A Palkiwala, ( Indian Polity by M.Lakshmikanth, 5th 
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iv Source- Times Of India, dated July 27,2020,13:49IST. 


